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Includes:
€ REFRIGERATED: 48’ - 2 PALLET WIDE MAXI CUBE (Chiller 

only) or 40’ HIGH CUBE (Freezer/Chiller) or 20’ (Freezer/Chiller).
€ 20’, 40’ & 48’ DRY FREIGHT (SOME 2 PALLET WIDE, HIGH CUBE & MAXI CUBE) 
€ 20’ BULK CONTAINERS (STEEL FLOOR, 2 PALLET WIDE & HIGH CUBE) 
€ NEWBUILD CONTAINERS – 8’, 10’, 20’ & 40’ (With Lock Boxes)
€ TAUTLINERS and OPEN SIDE CONTAINERS 
€ 20’ ISO TANK CONTAINERS 
€ 20’ & 40’ FLAT RACKS AND OPEN TOPS ALSO AVAILABLE 

ALL TYPES OF MODIFICATIONS incl – INSULATED OFFICES, STORES, BUNDED DG, 
SUPPLY & FIT HEAVY DUTY SHELVING etc.

ABC CONTAINERS PTY LTD
PO BOX 437, SOUTH FREMANTLE WA 6162

CONTACT:  KEN MOB: 0415 601 445  FAX: (08) 6267 8153 
or Email:  ken@abccontainers.com.au

www.abccontainers.com.au

CONTAINERS
FOR SALE & LEASE

ABC

CONTAINERS

#9C84817-26/11

For Sale - Storage FacilityFor Sale - Storage Facility
Bunbury AreaBunbury Area

No Agents 
Expressions of interest to:  PO Box 9175
 Picton  WA  6229

Figures available on inspection of business.

3 acres-selfstorage-warehouse-
parking

95% Full all the time

Huge Growth Potential

Modern 4x2 house on site

CCTV, autogates, Fully landscaped 
etc

Managed business if required

3 Modern of“  ces + reception area

The Federal Government has not ruled
out conceding further ground on its
planned changes to the Youth Allow-
ance to get its legislation changes
through Parliament.

The Government is trying to tighten
the allowance eligibility criteria so stu-
dents will have to work at least 30
hours a week for 18 months before
qualifying.

After one failed bid in the Senate,
the Government is making a second at-
tempt — this time having accepted two
amendments proposed by the Austra-
lian Greens.

But without Coalition support, the
Government faces an uphill battle to
win over all seven crossbench senators.

Education Minister Julia Gillard
told ABC Radio she was still talking to
senators to win their support.

“We are obviously prepared to talk
seriously with senators who are pre-
pared to talk to us ... (but) we’re not
prepared to agree to unfunded amend-
ments…we are not prepared to agree
to amendments that are inequitable
and rip country kids off,” she said.

The Senate passed Coalition
amendments to Youth Allowance that
would allow students in certain electo-
rates to access vital financial support
as they pursue their studies. However,
these changes were rejected by Labor.

“The Coalition is committed to sup-
porting rural and regional students be-
ing able to access university educa-
tion,” Liberal MP Barry Haase said.

“The Rudd Government is making
it almost impossible for students from
farming families, as well as other rural
and regional students who do not have
the option of staying at home while
studying at university, to access Youth
Allowance.” 

Under present regulations, students
must earn $19,532 within an 18-month
period to qualify for the allowance. 

However, changes proposed by the
Government would see this criteria
abolished. 

Instead, a young person would be re-
quired to work full-time for a mini-
mum of 30 hours a week for at least 18
months in a two-year period to be con-
sidered financially independent. 

Allowance plans stalled

In the 19th Century, it was the State’s biggest export
earner but after land clearing saw the tree almost
wiped out, sandalwood is back in the spotlight. 

Not only does the fragrant wood earn about $6000 a
tonne at the farmgate, hopes are high the industry can
help improve salinity, biodiversity and store carbon.

Sandalwood is highly prized for its use in joss — or
incense — sticks, and with Asia burning close to a bil-
lion a day, WA Sandalwood Plantations (WASP) ma-
naging director Keith Drage said the State was well
positioned to cash in on global markets. 

“WA currently supplies more than 60 per cent of the
world’s legally traded sandalwood and is home to the
largest plantation resource globally,” he said. “India
has banned the export of its native sandalwood sup-
plies and is increasingly looking to secure supplies of
Australian sandalwood.”

However, it’s not just the lucrative markets for the
aromatic wood and oils that has insiders excited; san-
dalwood is proving a formidable tool in combating
land degradation. 

Mr Drage said sandalwood trees were doing more
than just helping to combat salinity: “Both sandal-
wood and host trees absorb carbon dioxide from the
atmosphere. The host trees we use, Acacia acuminate,
sequester carbon as well as the sandalwood trees, and
we could potentially leave these in the ground post-
sandalwood harvest as an ongoing carbon sink.”

WASP became involved in sandalwood in 2001 be-
cause the company recognised it as an opportunity to
rebuild the plantation industry.

Today, it is one of the only companies to take a
unique approach to investment, rather than using the
traditional managed investment scheme format. 

“WASP’s shareholders gain direct land ownership
and revenues generated from every income stream, in-
cluding sandalwood seeds, host tree sales and carbon
credits, in addition to the sandalwood itself,” Mr
Drage said. 

While much of the native sandalwood stands were
cleared as WA’s agricultural industry expanded, plan-
tations are now using native host species and the san-
dalwood to improve biodiversity. 

“The reintroduction of local species into landscapes
that were cleared for more traditional forms of agricul-
ture is increasing biodiversity at a local scale,” Mr
Drage said. 

“Sandalwood plantations are not a monoculture
and have a diversity of species within them. Previous
projects have demonstrated an increase in local fauna
species, particularly birds.”

And more than 100 years after the export sandal-
wood industry first burst onto the scene, there is hope
that it can save WA’s pastoralist industry.

Already pastoralist areas yield 90 per cent of WA’s
annual 2000 tonne sandalwood harvest, and there
could be moves afoot to increase that involvement. 

In what has been heralded as a move in the right
direction by both farmers and industry, the State Go-
vernment’s Southern Rangeland Review recently rec-
ommended the removal of the Government’s monop-
oly on the harvest.

WASP’s general manager Ron Mulder said it would
be positive if the industry could offer pastoralists via-
ble economic alternatives. 

“It would be good to allow pastoralists to enter the
market,” he said. “It would be great for us because
there would be more people to purchase sandalwood
from, provided it was under the right licence agree-
ments.”

It is hoped WA’s burgeoning sandalwood industry will boost
the State’s economy and reduce land degradation

WA Sandalwood Plantations managing director Keith Drage says sandalwood production has a bright future, with
commercial and environmental benefits for farmers. PHOTO: DANELLA BEVIS 

Sandalwood back
in the spotlight
Haidee Vandenberghe
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